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BDJ Family, 

 This month and year will go down in history because on 
January 20, 2009, this nation will seat its first African 
American in the position of president of the United 
States. Not only is the President—elect “African Ameri-
can”, he is an African American male. This is significant. 
This is significant in times when the African American 
male who was once a slave in this country, has clearly 

moved from the outhouse to the white house. He has improved his station in 
life by once picking cotton to picking cabinet members for the most powerful 
political position in the world. 

Bluford Drew scholars should take note of the transformation of the African 
American male’s image—where his race and gender was more of a detri-
ment to him than an asset. His image has been portrayed in this country and 
world as a slave, criminal, illiterate, uneducated and thug. In spite of the 
world’s view, African American men knew that if provided the same opportu-
nities, with all things being equal, they would rise to the occasion. Well, all 
things have not been equal and with the support of the Lord, the African 
American male has always risen to the occasion. The historical record has 
produced great African American men like Crispus Attucks, Dred Scott, 
George Washington Carver, Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. Dubois, Langston 
Hughes, Thurgood Marshall, Marcus Garvey, Elijah McCoy, Paul Robeson, 
Charles Drew, Muhammad Ali, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, Malcolm X, Med-
gar Evers, Louis Farrakhan, Jesse Jackson, Jim Brown, Parren J. Mitchell 
and Reginald Lewis to name a few of our great African American males who 
have made their mark in our history. 

Again, the month of January is significant for many reasons. Not only is 
Barack Obama being sworn in as President, but we will celebrate the birth-
days of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Also, this is the birthday month of Abra-
ham Lincoln, who is credited for eradicating slavery in 1863. Lincoln and 
Barack share similar paths coming out of Illinois. 

As you know, school is closed on January 20, 2009. Our scholars will be wit-
nessing history in the making. Therefore, please make sure that students are 
witnessing history unfold on this day out of school. Please have discussions 
with your son on the significance of Barack Obama’s presidency and its im-
pact on history. 
 
Kevin Parson, M.Ed., M.A., M.S., M.A.T.  
Principal 
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